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March 12, 2010

Hon. George Runner

California State Senate

State Capitol, Room 5097

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE: 
SB 1227 -- OPPOSITION

Dear Senator Runner:

On behalf of the Professional Engineers in California Government, I write in strong opposition to your SB 1227, legislation that essentially calls for the elimination of the Division of State Architect (DSA) by transferring school construction plan review and oversight from DSA to local building departments.
SB 1227 is simply bad public policy that threatens the health and safety of students, teachers, school employees and countless other users of school facilities.  
By requiring seismic safety architectural plan reviews and independent construction inspection and oversight, the Field Act has successfully ensured the safety of schools during earthquakes for over 75 years.   Due to its effectiveness, a February 2007 report prepared by the Seismic Safety Commission (The Field Act and Public School Construction: A 2007 Perspective) concludes: “California schools K-12 and community colleges should be subject to the Field Act.  No public school should be exempt from it, nor should any public school be exempted by the Legislature.”  The report goes on to add: “Not one public school building constructed under the Field Act has collapsed nor has anyone died in earthquakes. This exemplary performance is directly attributable to the stringent seismic design, thorough plan review, and strict inspection provisioned by the Field Act.”   

Given its success, it is irresponsible to propose eliminating the Field Act and the skilled, specially trained structural engineers and architects who work at DSA.  It is just as misguided to turn over school plan review and oversight to local building departments.  Local building departments simply do not have the experience, expertise and the skilled staff necessary to ensure the construction of safe schools in our state.  
It is also more than a little disturbing that the sponsors of SB 1227 – the State and Consumer Services Agency -- predicate its need on “delays experienced by DSA.”  This is an incredible and cynical assertion.    

If the Administration is looking for an explanation for any “delays” at DSA it should look no further than the unnecessary, mandatory three-day a month furloughs it has imposed for more than a year on DSA’s engineers, architects and other employees responsible for the timely delivery of school facilities.   And while every school construction stakeholder has urged the Administration to exempt DSA’s staff from furlough, this Administration continues to furlough employees to this day.  Keep in mind that DSA employees are paid entirely by fees paid by school districts for the service they provide and furloughing them does not provide any relief to the deficit-ridden General Fund.  All it does is slow school project delivery, prevent the creation of good jobs, and delay economic activity essential to California’s recovery.   Please also note that DSA has lowered “bin times” for plan reviews in recent weeks, but only after the Administration shifted Division staff from mandatory to self-directed furloughs.  

Given the importance of the Field Act and DSA’s skilled staff to the safe and timely construction of California’s schools, PECG must strongly oppose SB 1227.   For more information, please call Ted Toppin at 916/446-0400.
Sincerely,
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Shabbir Ahmed

PECG President

HEADQUARTERS:
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 501, Sacramento, CA 95814 • (916) 446-0400

LOS ANGELES:
505 N. Brand Boulevard, Suite 650, Glendale, CA 91203  • (818) 500-9941

SAN FRANCISCO:
1 Sutter Street, Suite 800, San Francisco, CA  94104  • (415) 861-5720

        TELEFAX:
Headquarters (916) 446-0489; Los Angeles (818) 247-2348; San Francisco (415) 861-5360 
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